April 3 - April 9

Celebrated lawyer Johnnie Cochran
dies of a brain tumor at 67.
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‘ WIN tickets to see...

Smokey Joe’s Cafe
Ringling Bros. Circus
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The daughter of former Atlanta Mayor Maynard Jackson
paves her own way to success with tried and true work ethics

By Aledia L. Dean

For Brooke Jackson Edmond, Senior Vice
President and Principal of Jackmont
Hospirality, expectations of excellence and a
strong work ethic were instilled early on in
life. The daughter of the late Adanta Mayor
Maynard Jackson, and mother of five, brings
over ten years of professional managerial
experience and her unique beand of Southern
hospiality w the immensdly popular TGI
Fridays Restaurants owned by Jackment in
the Thiladelphia Metopolitan arca: City
Mvenue and the Benjarmin Franklin Paresay:
"With over $70 million in annual managed
volume and 528 million in wevenue, her
company; is poised for.. .opimal growth
within the hospitality industry.”

Edmond camned her baccalaureare from
Spelman College and continued her edica-
tion at Cornell University's School of Hotd
Administragion, where her busines shlls
were honed. Ar Comnell, she encounterd
Daniel Halpern, her business parmer for the
kst nine years. She demonstrated her business
acumen with a combined background in
hospimlity and comstruction  services;
Jackrmont's contracts indude Adanta Public
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Brooke Jackson Edmond

Schooks, Grady Memorial Hospital, and it
currently operates campus food services for
Spchmn. Emory; and Morchouse Colleges
it1 the city of Adanta and for Alb:my Stare
University in Albany, Georgia. "Opening a

restaurant wasnt my onginal intention , but |
wanted o be in the hospitality industry
because in Adanta, franchising was not that

accessible. My Eather lent me money to starg
my business. Although he wasn't active in
day to day operarons, he and my mother,
Bunnie Ransom, were there m support me,
along with my husband. We cme o
Philadelphia in 2003 after TG Friday's bun-
dled a package of resturanis for us, two of
them in Philadelphia. We did research on the
restaurangs locations and decided they were a
great place to grow.”

Despite her success, Fdmond admirs
there were some roadblocks in ber pach. "k
is as difficult for minonties w boch ger the
monies fo grow their businesses as it is to find
the right acquisition opporwnities. Also,
locating the financing necessary 1o grow our
business once we got into the position to
finance it. . ..presented another issue, Bur part
of the reward of being your own boss is over-

coming the seemingly insunmountable obsta-
dles strewn in your path.”  Before coming to
Philadelphia, Edmond aut her teeth on the
$1.3 million TGI Friday's locared at Adanta’s
Hartsfield-Jackson  Airport, the world's
busiest airport. And Edmonds leadership of
construction related venoures before her
Jackmont projects included the Adanta

Commiteee for the Olympic Games, and the
Whlt Disney Company among others.

Brooke also gained expertise on real estate
and construction through course work at the
Massachuserts Instrute of Technology:  She
offered that Jackmont's savwy was awarded
the General Manager of the Year Award for
2004 and 2005 for franchise rescaurants and
two divisional awards for non-raditional
franchises, induding Highest Gross Revenue
and Best Employee Rerention.”

Sage advice from her lare facher Maynard
affords Brooke Jadson Edmond sensble
decision- rrmking. He cautioned her, "Abways
ﬁl“}’ PH.['HLEFEIE' ]JL‘ hunm‘t 11 LTy :-Rll.ua-
TlOTI, avas JLI 'EITIC b'l.'ISI.I'I.CES W']l:l.'.l. ]I'Itcgﬂt‘l-
...and mear your employees well; but she
confesses " Finding and keeping the nghe
people, from unit levdl management o
hourly employees, is another challenge”
Dedicarion and hard work are whar separates
Jackmont from its compentors, Whether in
the boardroom or participating in civic activ-
iries like Big Sisters of Adanta, Brooke Jackson
Edmond isa young busines leader poised for
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